
 

 

 

Thesis expectations at the Kaiser chair 

 

1. Research Question 
• Identify a relevant and researchable question 
• Formulate a clear research question or hypothesis based on a literature gap (and 

managerial/policy relevance) 
 

2. Literature Review  
• Conduct a comprehensive and critical review of the existing academic literature 
• Identify gaps or tensions in existing knowledge 
• Show understanding of existing theory and findings  
• How does your research contribute to the existing literature? 
• I.e., write a structured synthesis (not just a summary) of high-quality, peer-reviewed academic 

literature 
 

3. Methodological Rigor 
• Choose and justify an appropriate research method (quantitative with observational or survey 

data) 
• Collect and analyze your data independently 
• Interpret your results w.r.t your research question and the identified gap in/contribution to the 

existing literature  
• Produce clean, reproducible code, data, and results 

 

4. Contribution 
• Your thesis should make a small but clear academic (and managerial/policy) contribution; e.g., you 

generate insights from new data, apply a theory to a new context 
• Provide a clear answer to the question “so what?” in the discussion, linked to the initial research 

question 
 

5. Independent Critical Thinking  
• Interpret findings critically, not just report them 
• Acknowledge and explain limitations 
• Discuss implications for theory, practice, or policy 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Project Ownership & Time Management 

• You are responsible for your thesis and the timely completion of it 
• Communicate proactively with the supervisor 
• Find solutions for possible setbacks (e.g., missing data, conflicting literature) 
• Minimal reliance on the supervisor 

 

7. Formal and Academic Quality 
• About 30 pages excluding references and appendix 
• Follow academic writing standards (clarity, coherence, structure) 
• Use proper referencing, rely on high-quality, peer-reviewed academic literature 

(https://www.ft.com/content/3405a512-5cbb-11e1-8f1f-00144feabdc0) 
• Avoid unnecessary repetitions  
• Plagiarism will not be tolerated  
• You may use AI tools; however, the thesis must be an independent academic work of you! You 

should carefully evaluate any AI generated content for its relevance and reliability. 

 
 
Your thesis should follow the structure of a standard journal article: 

Abstract (a few sentences): Extremely condensed summary of your research   
 

Introduction (approx. 2 pages) 

• Motivate your study 
• Present the research question and its relevance 
• Outline the main contributions 
• Briefly summarize the methodology and key findings 

 

(Optional) Industry Background  

• Clearly describe the industry  
• Include all relevant information necessary for your study 
• You may include anecdotal evidence  

 

https://www.ft.com/content/3405a512-5cbb-11e1-8f1f-00144feabdc0


 

 

 

Literature Review 

• Overview of relevant research 
• Position your study within the literature 
• Highlight your contribution and the gap your study addresses 

 

Data and Methodology 

• Describe how the data was gathered or generated 
• Provide details on the dataset (sources, sample, variables) 
• Explain your empirical approach and any limitations 

 

Results 

• Present and interpret your main findings 
• Use tables and figures to support your analysis 
• Place additional tables/figures in the appendix if needed 

 

(Optional) Robustness Checks 

• Provide additional evidence supporting your conclusions 
 

Discussion  

• Discuss external validity and generalizability 
• Highlight relevance for managers and policymakers 

 
Conclusion (approx. 1 page) 

• Summarize the study and key findings 
• Suggest directions for future research 

 

References 
 
Appendix (includes all figures and tables that are not directly needed in the text) 
 
Declaration (includes a detailed description of how and for which tasks you used AI tools) 


